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HEAT STRESS– PLANNING AHEAD FOR THE SUMMER
After a difficult spring that saw many fields of winter wheat turn up dead and prolonged and heavy rains that delayed corn planting and hay harvest, the winds of
change may finally be blowing. Fields are planted, the first green rows of corn are
popping up, and bunks are filling with first cut. It seems to finally be spring in Ontario – just in time for the month of July. It may seem hard to believe, but the
sticky, muggy days of summer will soon be upon us, bringing with them the challenges of managing heat stress in our animals. While it is well known that hotterthan-normal days can temporarily put animals off feed, prolonged heat stress can
lead to reduced feed intake, decreased gains or butterfat produced, infertility in
breeding stock, and in extreme cases, mortality.
Cattle of all kinds are especially prone to heat stress, as they produce a significant
amount of heat from digestion alone, as well as from typical day-to-day bodily
functions. Usually they are able to dissipate this heat into the surrounding environment in a number of ways, unless it is too hot or too humid to do so. This is very
important to note – heat stress in cattle can set in well before it feels too hot to
humans. According to the Temperature Humidity Index for Livestock, cattle can be
at risk for heat stress at temperatures as low as 22°C, depending on relative humidity and air flow. Even though it may not feel like you need to, it is important to
monitor your herd for signs of distress such as laboured breathing or panting,
bunching in groups to decrease sun exposure, and increased saliva production.
Milk producers would do well to monitor their pick up results frequently to watch
for decreases in their herd’s fat test.
So what can you do to help prevent heat stress in your herd? As temperatures rise,
so does an animal’s water requirements. Keeping water fresh and clean and
providing enough trough space to allow for more time spent drinking is critical.
Altering the feeding program is another way to mitigate heat stress: feed to intake,
not ad libitum; feed the bulk of the diet in the late afternoon or early evening; and
consider adding potassium to the diet to maintain electrolyte balance. For dairy
farmers, the addition of 200g of bicarb into their cows’ rations is a relatively inexpensive way to help preserve their butterfat yield, as well as focusing more on digestible and fermentable fibres in the diet rather than starchy, high-energy ingredients. You should also avoid handling or processing cattle during the hottest times
of the day, and consider implementing different airflow or wetting-down tactics in
confined herds.
Though heat stress is a known risk to animal welfare and performance, being
aware of the increased risk to cattle and having a plan in place to help prevent it
can ensure both you and your herd enjoy the long days of summer ahead!

MINLIC ALTOSID IGR 250 LB
Smartlic Minlic Altosid barrels
can help build season-long horn
fly control. By interrupting the
horn fly life cycle, Altosid IGR
can help protect your heard (and
the bottom line). Using Altosid
IGR for a month before fly emergence through the season until a
month after the first frost will
prevent flies from multiplying.
Ask your sales representative for
more details.

Barbwire Blow Out Sale
15.5 ga Hi-Tensile barb wire
– 2 strand
Regular $99.00

Special $59.00
Product #4219

Attention: Beef Producers
Book your Filter Aid today for Barlage, Haylage and Corn Silage. Cover your Pit Silos today and eliminate
silo covers plus you can feed it! Pack 6” of Filter Aid on top of your feed with no spoilage. ORDER
NOW..THERE IS ALWAYS A SHORT SUPPLY WHEN SILOS ARE
BEING FILLED!!
This spring has been different than any other year in the
past. Wet, wet and now re-planting with some land not
going to be planted at all. Hopefully summer will help
the crops carry on. Since May, proteins and corn have
risen dramatically with the sudden scare of weather and
late planting in the US and here. Corn today is $255$258 at the elevator. (April 18th corn was $200/mt!)
Soybean meal is the same, up $50-60 over May prices.
B&L and Wallenstein are keeping our quality and nutrition up so that no health or production problems occur.
Any questions please talk to our feed specialists:
B&L Farm Services Ltd.
Jarrett Johnson (Beef and Dairy) 519-379-6404
Jamie O’Shea (Beef) 519-477-1238
Kyle Horst (Dairy) 519-357-8180
Courtney Vriens (Sheep) 519-993-0361
Wallenstein Feed & Supply Ltd.
Raymond Jansma (Goat) 226-791-5869
Don Haycock (Dairy) 519-275-1357
Dan Misir (Dairy) 519-577-1364
Again, thank you for your business...Bob Johnson

We can make deworming your cattle easy!
Just tell us how many cattle you have and the
weight and we will weigh out the appropriate
amount of safe-guard premix.

Spend $2.00 and get a return of $20.00

Take advantage of our special pricing on
the following Green Mountain Grills:
Jim Bowie regular $1059.00 now $859.00
Daniel Boone– stainless lid (#20222)
Regular $1079.00
now $749.00

